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Getting started

The Career Taster Program (CTP) has been designed to enable schools to develop a
program for Year 9 students that suits the needs of their students and local industry.

Funding to support the program has been provided to the Department of Education
(DoE), Catholic Education WA (CEWA) and the Association of Independent Schools of WA
(AISWA) to help schools meet additional expenses to implement the program. Funding
has also been provided to TAFE colleges to support schools with industry experiences
around the State, and to deliver the accredited Course in Early Career Discovery.

There is additional funding available for schools that would like to develop a specific
program to support students who are disengaged, disadvantaged or are in regional and
remote areas.

Each school can develop a program as big or as small as required, using a mixture of the
curriculum and taster experiences. There is no set model. The focus is on taking students
through a process of self-discovery and broad exploration of a diverse range of industries
and occupations.




Program design

The Year 9 Career Taster Program is made up of two parts.

c Early Career Discovery curriculum

e Industry exploration and experience
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How do schools develop a Career Taster Program that
suits their students?

Step 1 | Program structure and cohort

Which students to engage?

This might be your entire Year S cohort or specific sub-cohorts, such as students:
» undertaking a particular learning area, for example, health or ICT;

» at risk of disengaging from school; or

» with additional learning needs.

Schools may decide to deliver a combination of programs to address varying needs of
your student cohort.

Schools may wish to roll out the program to all Year 9 students as part of their career
development program and target funding to enable disadvantaged and disengaged
students to engage in practical experiences that spark their interest.

When and how to deliver the program?

Your CTP can be timetabled in any way that suits your school. For example, your CTP could
be scheduled:

» as an intensive program over a couple of days or weeks; or

» spread over aterm, semester or year.

The delivery format can be also be designed to suit your school's schedule and the

targeted cohort. For example, your CTP could be:

» scheduled as a stand-alone lesson exploring a variety of career opportunities through a
Form or Community class; or

» embedded into a curriculum learning area focusing on careers in the industries aligned
to the class curriculum.




Step 2 | Plan your lessons

A CTP experience can include one component, or any combination of the Taster
experiences and Curriculum.

@ Taster experiences
When looking at what taster opportunities to arrange, consider:

» your students interests; and

» if your school has industry connections or career events that can be expanded to
include Year S students.

@ Curriculum
Consider if it will be:

» delivered as an accredited VET pathway;
» delivered in-part or in-full through a non-accredited pathway; or
» used as the basis for career learning in the classroom.

A number of resources will be available to assist schools to plan and review their CTP
delivery and implementation, including model program ideas, and teaching and learning
resources for the Course in Early Career Discovery. These resources can be found via
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Schools can consider opportunities available through the local TAFE college and the
range of activities listed in the Career Taster Portal.

Contact your local TAFE college for information about the CTP experiences on offer.

Step 3 | Identify resourcing requirements

What additional resources will be needed to implement your CTP and how will
these be covered?

For example:
» Will you require relief staff or additional staff to assist with excursions?
» Do your students require special adjustments to participate in a planned activity?

Please contact your school sector representative listed below for further information.

Shaping a program for students with additional learning needs

A particular focus for the CTP is to help students with additional learning needs to
participate in practical experiences that will assist them to connect with an area of interest.

In particular, schools are encouraged to identify experiences that will support Aboriginal
students, students with disability, disengaged students, disadvantaged students and
students in regional and remote areas.
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Key contacts

TAFE colleges
TAFE College Contact Telephone Email
North
. Shannon Dobson 94820389 CareerTaster@nmtafewa.edu.au
Metropolitan
South A e
. Julie Griffiths 92677559  CareerTaster@smtafe wa.edu.au
Metropolitan
Cen-tral Laura Anderson CareerTaster@crtafe wa.edu.au
Regional
North
. 91910629  CareerTaster@nrtafewa.edu.au
Regional
South West:
Marchelle 6371 3088
E— Antonovich careertaster@srtafe.wa.edu.au
Regional
Great Southern:
Lexy Adamson 63713808
School sector
Agency Contact Telephone Email
Depart!'nent of 9264 5195 secondarydhs.enquiries@education.
Education wa.edu.au
thhol!c Nerida Williams 93801859 nerida.williams@cewa.edu.au
Education

Association of
Independent Wade MclLeod 94411621 wmcleod@ais.wa.edu.au
Schools

Department of Training and Workforce Development

For further information about the CTP, please contact the project manager at the
Department of Training and Workforce Development.

Contact Telephone Email

CTP Team 65515084 career.tasterprogram@dtwd.wa.gov.au
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